‘The 20 ‘new seats are the result of a population 1ncrease and “the

enfra nchisement of women.

:if pro-Communists were to obtain five of these seats, it would be
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Although,conservative c.ntrol of Assembly is not threatered

an impressive left-wing showing would probably result in the
opening of diplomatic rclations with the bloc, and possitkly
acceptance of bloc aid.
B. It would also promptﬁdema:ds for greater Coinunist'participa:z::
in the governwent. »
C. 1t would boost Communist stocknfor next year“s general electi.-.
D. Finally it would have advcrse repercussions throughout Southeas-
* Asia.
Jumediately after the 1957 settlement, the Communists commenced
political activity under the cver of the Laotian Patriotic Front

and are now making a major eff:rt in the election campaign.
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' 'strong 1n southern Laos, and Prince Souvannouvong and Phouniri
‘the two top Communists--will be formidable_candidates in the
Vientiane and Luang Prabang areas, | |

The principal issues that are being pressed by the Communists are

-foreign policy and corruption,
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in contrast, the- t'o conso

are ovidontly uoro 1nt¢roitod in 1-provin _their relative positionnz*

than in prevonting a splitvin the consorvativo vot

A. Although they were supposed to have a consolidated slate by 1
April, they still have 832 candidatos 1n the fiold._v

B. Our embassy reports that conservntive 1eaders are hinting with

increasing frequency that fraud and coercion '1}1 be necessary
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